
Harrisville Planning Board 
Minutes 

March 9, 2011 
 
Members Present: Sherry Sims, Noel Greiner, Ned Hulbert, Anne Havill, Bob Sturgis, 
Jay Jacobs 
Members Absent:  Charles Michal 
Members of the Public Present: Winston Sims, Heri Tryba, Lisa Murphy, Al Vorce 
Mr. Hulbert called to the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Attendance and Voting Members: 
Mr. Hulbert introduced the Board and said that the voting members are himself, Mr. 
Greiner, Mrs. Sims, Mr. Sturgis and Mr. Jacobs 
Agenda: 
The agenda was approved as posted, with the addition of an update on aerial photography 
Minutes of Previous Meetings: 
The minutes of the January 13, 2011 meeting were unanimously approved as distributed. 
Master Plan: 
Lisa Murphy of SWRPC joined us to go over important steps and considerations in the 
actual writing of the Master Plan revision. The Planning Board budget was approved at 
Town Meeting so we do have our budgeted $2500 for work on the Master Plan, but of 
course we want to be as frugal as possible.  One question is whether we can do our own 
updates.  Lisa said yes, with the caveat that making the time for this is up to us.  We can 
also do the work and come to Lisa/SWRPC with questions; this amount of advice is 
included in our annual dues to SWRPC.  We can pull maps and charts but any analysis 
we would undertake takes time, she cautioned. 
Lisa said that our current Master Plan has most of the required elements.  We need to 
replace the Goals/Objectives section with a Vision section.  Much of this vision data will 
come from the ideas generated at Harrisville 2020 in September 2010.  Lisa said to be 
sure to include a discussion of how this information was collected. We also need a 
section on Historical Resources. Our Land Use Plan will need updating to be consistent 
with the vision section.  Lisa suggested that we might find the book Innovative Land Use 
helpful.  If so, we need to make sure that any use of that is supported in a statement or so 
in the Master Plan. 
Regarding the timing of recent census figures, Lisa said the data is not out for individual 
towns yet and may not be available this year.  
Lisa also suggested that we establish a subcommittee to meet monthly with the task of 
continuously working on a Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance review.  They can work on 
a section or two each month. This committee can be just Planning Board members or can 
include other interested and useful people, either at the planning stage or the final review 
state. 
In response to the concern that too many Master Plans are just shelved rhetoric, Lisa 
referred to the Town of Mason’s 2007 Master Plan.  They have a good implementation 
plan within the vision section, with bulleted goals.  Their section on historical, cultural 
and conservation resources is also good, she said.  We want to get a copy of Mason’s 
Master Plan, either from their website, or by purchase.  Sherry Sims well follow-up on 
this. 
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We also talked about ways of including work by some of the committees from Harrisville 
2020.  Lisa suggested we get implementation targets from each committee or working 
group.  She also mentioned that Tara Gerrmond at SWRPC is working on energy 
planning that may be helpful to Harrisville’s energy committee. 
In response to a question of what we need any money for, Lisa said that it could go to 
analysis of data and making charts and graphs.  She suggested that a third party is 
unbiased with analysis and can help create a more solid Master Plan. 
Once we have rewritten and checked the Master Plan, we will have a Public Hearing.  
The Planning Board can then approve, or adjust and approve the new Master Plan.  It 
does not need a town vote. 
 
New Business: 
Conceptual consultation 2 lot subdivision, Map 10, Lot 5, owned by Dale Erwin 
Surveyor Al Vorce appeared before the Board to clarify our requirements for such a 
subdivision and the demands of the application. The Board went over the requirements.  
This will probably be an application submitted sometime later in the spring. 
 
Old Business: 
Quarterly meeting of land use board chairs: 
Mr. Hulbert raised the question of whether it is time for another meeting of this group.  
Mr. Jacobs suggested the 3rd Wednesday in April. 
Open House for expanded volunteerism: 
While 14-15 people attended this February 23 meeting, most were representing their own 
committee or board.  We discussed how to keep the need and invitation for new 
volunteers in the public’s eye.  Sherry Sims will rework the descriptive sheet she had 
done for Town Meeting for posting on the town’s website. 
 
Other Business: 
Bob Sturgis submitted the bill for cost of new projector and the materials for the easel.  
The Board approved the payment and Mrs. Sims will give it to the office for processing. 
 
Bob also said he would follow up with Glenn Daverson of NHDOT to see when we 
might expect the elusive aerial maps. 
 
Mrs. Sims distributed copies of the notice of SWRPC’s winter meeting on March 29.  
The topic is an instructional presentation on activities related to the NH Legislature’s 
2011 Legislative Session.  Mrs. Sims and Mr. Sturgis said they would attend and report 
back to the Board. 
 
Next regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 Approved: _____________________________________Date: __________________ 
  Co-Chairman 


