
Harrisville Planning Board 
Minutes 

October 13, 2010  
 
Members Present: Sherry Sims, Anne Havill, Bob Sturgis, Ned Hulbert, Jay Jacobs, 
selectman,  
Members Absent:  Noel Greiner, Charles Michal 
Members of the Public Present: Tom Killilea, Tom Hanna, Charles Lovett, Seth 
Kallman, Jean Rosenthal, Francie Yeager, Winston Sims, Ann Colony, Gayle Rochford, 
Rich Lieberstein 
Mr. Hulbert called to the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Attendance and Voting Members: 
Mr. Hulbert introduced the Board and said that the voting members are himself, Anne 
Havill, Bob Sturgis, Sherry Sims and Jay Jacobs. 
Agenda: 
The agenda was approved with two additions to Old Business:  “job fair” discussion and 
a discussion about public visibility of documents. 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
The minutes of the September 8, 2010 meeting were unanimously approved as 
distributed. 
 
Public Hearings: 
Tax Map 10, Lot 9 on Cherry Hill Road, 244.32 acres owned by Thomas Killilea, 
applicant Seth Kallman, minor subdivision. 
The Board reviewed the application for completeness. The applicant had requested a 
waiver of soil maps and contour delineation, which the Board approved.  Mr. Jacobs 
moved and Mrs. Havill seconded a motion to accept the application as complete.  The 
Board approved this motion unanimously. 
Mr. Hulbert opened the Public Hearing at 7:12 p.m.  Mr. Kallman presented his purpose 
in applying for this subdivision, which is to clean up an old agreement with Mr. Killilea 
in accordance with a court settlement.  Mr. Hanna, attorney for Mr. Killilea, asked the 
Board to make sure the settlement agreement is part of the official record, along with 
minutes from all meetings involving this subdivision. 
Abutters Jean Rosenthal, Charles Lovett and Francie Yeager each spoke briefly stating 
they had no objection to the proposed subdivision. 
Mr. Hulbert closed the public hearing at 7:18 p.m.  After brief deliberation, Mr. Jacobs 
moved to approve the subdivision as requested, subject to the finalization of the ZBA’s 
September 15, 2010 vote, meaning that the 30 day appeal period has run.  Mr. Sturgis 
seconded the motion and the Board voted 5-0 to approve it. 
 
Tax Map 60, Lot 55, 104 acres on Clymer Road, owned by George and Ann Colony, 
minor subdivision. 
The Board reviewed the application for completeness. The applicant had requested 
several waivers all concerning future building on proposed Lot 55-3, 63.79 acres. Since 
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the intent is to have no further development on this lot, the Board approved the waivers 
and unanimously accepted the application as complete. 
Mr. Hulbert opened the Public Hearing at 7:30 p.m.  
Mr. Hanna, attorney for the Colonys, presented their proposal.  They wish to subdivide 
the 104 acres into two lots; lot 55-3 of 63.79 acres, will ultimately be put into 
conservation and the Colonys have no plans for future development of it.  They plan to 
put the remaining acreage of 40.91 acres, lot 55-2, on the market, hoping that a buyer will 
continue farming it.  Mr. Hanna also pointed out that the easterly boundary line of 
adjoining lot 55-1 is the middle of the small stream.  This boundary will be made darker 
and marked on the mylar.  Mr. Jacobs asked about language of the conservation easement 
for lot 55-3, and Mr. Hanna replied that the Colonys are negotiating with potential land 
trusts as donees so they are not certain of the language yet.  He said there would be no 
building on that lot and it is fine with a condition of approval specifying this. 
No abutters were present to offer opinions about the proposed subdivision. 
Mr. Hulbert closed the public hearing at 7:50 p.m. 
After brief deliberation, Mrs. Havill moved to approve the subdivision with a condition 
that lot 55-3 have no further residential or commercial development or subdivision.  
There is also a condition that the mylar accurately reflect the northwesterly boundary of 
lot 55-2 as the middle of the stream, L-80, and that the lot 55-1 designation be put within 
the boundary of that lot.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion and the Board voted 5-0 to 
approve it. 
Following this business, Mr. Jacobs excused himself from the meeting at 8:02 p.m. 
 
Old Business: 
Harrisville 2020: 
Mr. Hulbert moved to commend Jeannie Eastman, Andrew Maneval, Sarah Bayles and 
Sherry Sims for their very competent leadership and the excellent Harrisville 2020 event.  
Mr. Sturgis seconded the motion and the Board unanimously approved the motion. 
Mrs. Sims said that the Harrisville 2020 event had formed 7-8 initial committees, which 
are pursuing topics of interest and import.  Common Threads will dedicate a regular 
space for these and other committees to insert information, meetings times, and details.  
The purpose is to encourage other townspeople to join a committee if they are interested, 
for not all had the ability to devote an entire weekend to the visioning event.  There will 
also be a follow-up/reunion on April 8, we believe, and that will be open to all interested 
people, too.  The spirit of volunteerism, energy and enthusiasm was impressive and 
hopefully will carry on productively. 
 
“Job Fair” discussion: 
The Planning Board is hoping that the town will have an open house for people who want 
to volunteer for committees and boards.  At this, they can hear from existing members of 
these boards.  The Planning Board hopes to coordinate this first open house with the 
quarterly meeting with the selectmen. 
In discussion, the Board brainstormed some criteria for serving on a town board or 
committee: 

- Having interest 
- Willing to make time commitment 
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- Willing to work on sub-committee meetings 
- Willing to attend public information meetings/lectures/conferences 
- Willing to prepare for meetings and show knowledge and self-discipline 
- Staying current on the regulations  
- Willing to work on creating institutional memories 

The Board hopes to discuss this topic further at the November meeting. 
 
LGC law lectures: 
Mr. Sturgis gave summary comments about the recent LGC lecture on “Administrative 
Decisions in Planning and Zoning: How They’re Made, How They’re Appealed”.  One 
key point in the process for both boards is not to give advice on how to evade zoning 
ordinances.  Boards can only refer people to the ordinances.  Also, Boards must never 
hide anything and always be helpful to the general public.  Boards should include the 
general public in meetings and make sure the public can see the material presented.  In 
public meetings, board members need to demonstrate impartiality for we are like judges.  
We need to restrain our enthusiasm or criticism, maintaining a neutral demeanor.  This 
lecturer also suggested that we state the appeal time and process in decision letters, 
especially those that deny an applicant or have conditions. 
 
Public Visibility: 
Following up on previous discussions and the suggestions in the law lecture, Mr. Sturgis 
had some ideas of how we can make presentations and public hearings more “user 
friendly” to the general public.  He thought we could change the orientation of the large 
table so it slants towards the corner.  Then we could use a projector for plans.  Perhaps 
we could ask applicants to have their surveyor provide a small version for the projector?  
Mr. Sturgis will do research on the projector; he also volunteered to make an easel to 
hold the bulleting boards so information is closer to the public, too. 
 
New Business: 
Tax Map 30, Lots 21-3 and 21-4, Dublin Road, owned by Rich Lieberstein. 
Rich handed paperwork for this boundary line adjustment application to the Board.  Mrs. 
Sims and Mrs. Havill said they would meet within a week to review it.  They will 
communicate any shortcomings to Mr. Lieberstein, and if it looks as if all can be in order 
by the November 10 Planning Board meeting, Mrs. Sims will schedule Board 
consideration of the application and an expedited review and public hearing. 
 
Correspondence: 
Mrs. Sims has received information about the LGC fall conference but she left it at home.  
She will communicate this to Board members and encourage attendance. 
 
Next regularly scheduled meeting is Wednesday, November 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
 
 Approved: _____________________________________Date: __________________ 
  Co-Chairman 


